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In the week that welcomed the winter 
of 2010, two small laneways in Surfers 
Paradise provided one giant platform for 
emerging artistic talent. In the culmination 
of an event titled Oneway Project, Surfers 
Paradise saw established Australian artists, 
budding local talent, and an international 
guest artist unleash upon a 15m wall space 
to the delight of a culture-hungry public . 

As we enter the second season of the 
Surfers Paradise Festival, Oneway Project and 
the creation of a new mural titled Streetcube 
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In a city synonymous with a laid-back 
surfing society and a glitzy nightlife, 
Hayley Windsor speaks to a cross 
section of unique and passionate artists 
playing their part in the Gold Coast’s 
cultural revolution. 

(replacing the one on the cover), the public 
is invited to be part of the cultivation of new 
artistic seeds taking root below the sparkle 
and glamour of our beloved city.

Veteran Gold Coast artist, graphic designer, 
photographer and creative director, Claudio 
Kirac says he can only see bigger and 
better things stemming from the Oneway 
Project as it evolves.  

“As soon as I saw the people and the crowd 
and the positive vibe that Oneway drew, I 

thought ‘this is great and next year’s is going 
to be killer’,” he says.

Kirac’s creative spark was recognised 
early in his career, facilitating a commercial 
success for iconic surf brands and fashion 
conglomerates.  

Having just launched his own design agency, 
he is pleased that local talent is being 
nurtured and looks forward to ‘mentoring, 
documenting and supporting the Gold 
Coast’s art contingent moving forwards.’

Mariam Arcilla
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Another name attached to 
fostering of artistic talent and 
cultural pursuits is Mariam 
Arcilla, Gold Coast City Council’s 
Cultural Development Officer 
and Curator of Streetcube.

“We wanted to have a 
designated wall space for 
creative use on a large scale, 
something a bit more exciting 
and interesting than the murals 
you see on the highway,” says 
Arcilla.

She points out that the mural 
has become a ‘souvenir of the 
city’, something many people 
have visited and had their 
photo taken in front of. Arcilla 
has contributed an immense 
amount of time and energy into 
creating platforms for emerging 
talent as well as spaces for 
artists to create and exhibit their 
work. 

“I started curating very early in 
my career because I couldn’t 
find anywhere to exhibit or to go 
to a show,” she says. 

“The reason behind 19 Karen 
(Arcilla’s co-established 
artspace in Mermaid Beach) 
or Streetcube is so that artists 
don’t feel the need to move to 
other cities to keep practising.”

Both artist and curator agree 
that one of the greatest threats 
to the continued development  
of our arts and cultural scene is 
the exodus of youth. 

“A lot of the people I studied 
with on the Gold Coast went to 
Sydney, Melbourne and London 
straight away,” says Kirac.

Claudio KiracArcilla says there hasn’t been 
a space for creative people 
to congregate – a precinct to 
share ideas or festivals to be 
inspired by. 

 “However with the Surfers 
Paradise Festival and all the 
different projects going on 
through the Gold Coast City 
Council, The Arts Centre and 
independent collectives, I think 
we are giving artists more 
reason to stay,” she says.

General Manager of The Arts 
Centre Gold Coast Destry 
Puia, says the aim is not only 
to offer accessibility to the 
venue, but to assist artists to 
develop their skills, growth and 
profile. 

“Through our Regional Stages 
Program, we are providing 
professional development 
opportunities for Gold 
Coast arts workers and arts 
companies. 

“We also have opportunities 
available for Gold Coast artists 
to develop and produce works 
at the Arts Centre through our 
Artist in Residence, Ignition, Fill 
This Space and Youth Theatre 
Project programs,” he says.

Director of the Naked City 
Guide publication, Cory 
Maxwell-Coghan, also attests 
to the vast opportunities for 
the young artist, arts worker or 
cultural project manager.

“We have great artists and 
musicians, bands and some 
really awesome cafes. The 
Surfers Paradise Festival was 

very telling that the scene exists here and that the community exists 
to support projects like that,” he says.. 

Maxwell-Coghan says his guide book helped to uncover a 
hidden side of the Gold Coast and to demonstrate its potential. 

“I have seen a definite shift in the last few years. If you speak to 
any of the people in the community who have been involved in 
driving the arts and cultural scene, they will tell you that 10 years 
ago, it was completely different.”

French-born Frederic Berjot is somewhat an anomaly. Having 
made his mark in Paris, exhibited in New York and established 
one of Australia’s most successful and characteristic sculpture 
studios known as ‘The Laughing Museum’ in Sydney, it is only 
natural to wonder what brought him here in the first place. 
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Cory Maxwell-CoghanFrederic Berjot

“I used to come to the Gold Coast all the time on holiday and I 
noticed the potential. Instead of being in a place where the culture 
is very predominant already, I saw the opportunity to be part of the 
creation of that culture,” he says.

Berjot has been involved in the Swell Sculpture Festival and won 
awards from his sculptural practice and gallery exhibitions. He is 
the Visual Arts Coordinator for the Gold Coast Arts Festival and 
proud to have recently sold two of his sculptures to Tim Fairfax, 
Trustee of the Queensland Art Gallery.

At first afraid that he might encounter a cultural wasteland, when 
he settled here, Frederic quickly adapted to a new way of life and 
discovered that living on the Gold Coast and practising art was 
‘conducive’.

The group collectively agree that the Gold Coast lifestyle, the 
surf, the sun and the laid-back city lifestyle provides a place for a 
unique and vibrant artistic culture. Technological advancements 
have done wonders for the industry; allowing artists to be 
based in a city of their choice while organising and managing 
exhibitions in another, as well as facilitating creative platforms, 
artistic businesses and dialogue. 

Between them, they cite urban development, global social 
movements, migration from other cities and a frustration from people 
who ‘want more out of the Gold Coast’ as the rationale for change. 

Puia explains that as the Gold Coast progressively develops its 
own style, it has the opportunity to become not only a holiday 
destination but a destination for significant artistic endeavours 
and programs.  

“Where else in Australia could you combine all the attractions the 
Gold Coast has to offer with a significant arts scene?,” he adds.

Arcilla says people have previously had trouble accepting this 
reality and embracing the city’s emerging cultural identity. 

“Last year at Oneway Project, I heard onlookers saying ‘This is so 
Melbourne’. This happens, because we have nothing to compare 
it to and because we don’t have an identity, but actually our 
cityscape and this work is very different,” she says.

“It gets back to the point that we should start owning our arts 
and our own creativity more and saying: ‘this is actually very Gold 
Coast’.”
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